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UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL (UNSC) 
 
Description of Committee  
 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of six main bodies of the 
United Nations, given the mandate of maintaining 
international peace and security. It was first established 
on January 17, 1946, in order to help promote lasting 
world peace after World War II. As one of the more 
proactive bodies in the United Nations, the UNSC has 
powers including but not limited to: creating 
peacekeeping operations, creating international 
sanctions, authorizing military action, and creating 
binding resolutions that must be adhered to by all 
member states (a unique feature to this committee from 
other primary UN bodies). UN peacekeepers and 
volunteer military from member states are known to 
enforce these resolutions and have carried out missions 
in many conflicts and regions, such as the Korean peninsula during the Korean War, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of the Congo, Kuwait, Somalia, and Sudan.i 
 

At any given time, the Security Council is comprised of fifteen member states. 
The five victors of World War II (the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, France, 
China, and the United States) serve as the five permanent members of the UNSC and 
hold the power to veto any resolution. Additionally, the UNSC is comprised of 10 other 
member states that hold seats for two-year terms. As of January 1, 2015, the 10 other 
member states of this body include Angola, Chad, Chile, Jordan, Lithuania, Malaysia, 
New Zealand, Nigeria, Spain, and Venezuela.ii 
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TOPIC: THE SITUATION IN SYRIA 
 
Introduction 
   
 Recently, Syria has been stricken by a civil war that is proving deadly and 
challenging for its civilians. During the Arab Spring in 2011, rebel forces rose against 
the government led by President Bashar al-Assad. Conversely, al-Assad refers to these 
rebels as terrorists, refusing to step down out of a desire to keep the current government 
strong. 
 
 The UN General Assembly and UNSC have passed multiple resolutions that have 
condemned any and all violence throughout Syria but have seen no progress on 
decreasing the violence. Now, as time has passed we see the conflict spilling across 
Syria’s borders, as Turkey has become a main facet of the conflict, housing thousands of 
Syrian refugees. The international community has called for the resignation of al-
Assad and fear that the conflict could escalate further into a greater international 
problem. 
 
Background (Before 2011)  
 
 After Syria gained independence in 1946, it struggled initially to stand on its own 
two feet. During its first few decades as a sovereign state, 
Syria experienced a multitude of military coups. To try 
and strengthen itself as a state, Syria would later join with 
Egypt in 1958 to establish the United Arab Republic (UAR). 
This relationship, however, proved to be too difficult to 
manage and in 1961, Syria separated from the UAR to 
become the Syrian Arab Republic. After one last military 
coup in 1970, the Ba’ath Party (socialist) came to power 
under the rule of Hafez al-Assad. He ruled for thirty years 
until he died and was succeeded by his son, Bashar al-Assad, who rose to power after 
a popular referendum. Al-Assad still remains head of Syria and was re-elected for his 
second term in 2007.iii 
 
 As indicated by the map on the next page, a majority of Syria is ethnically Arab, 
but features a significant portion of both Kurds and Armenians. 74% of the Syrian 
population practices Sunni Islam while 16% practice Shi’a. The other 10% are mostly 
Christian with a very small population of Jewish people around majority cities. In terms 
of population, Syria is the 52nd most populous state with approximately 22.5 million 
people with 1.2 million being internally displaced and 600,000 being refugees 
(mostly Palestinian).iv 
 

An area of serious contention for Syria exists in regards to the Golan Heights 
region. After losing this territory to Israel in 1967, there has been no resolution to 
determine a formal boundary between Israel and Syria, making borders very 
ambiguous. Due to this conflict, Syria has been in a state of emergency from 1963 to 
2011, which has caused many basic constitutional rights to be overlooked.v While this 

 
Did you know? 
 
Syria gained independence 
from France in 1946, which 
ruled the area after the fall 
of the Ottoman Empire. 
 
Source: Brittanica | Syria 
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state of emergency has 
ended, the United States still 
sees the government as 
authoritarian. The last 
democratic election was 
held during this time and 
many contesting political 
parties (e.g. the parties of 
the Kurdish population) 
were considered illegal. 

 
Another main crisis 

before 2011 came with the 
Hama Massacre of 1982. 
During his reign, Hafez al-
Assad battled a national military insurgency known as the Syrian 
Muslim Brotherhood for their massacre of 20 key members of the 
Ba’ath party. A leader of the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood, Ibrahim 
Youssef, described the attack as a protest of the discriminatory 
government that favors Alawite Shi’a Muslims instead of the Sunni majority. The Syrian 
military would later quell the Muslim Brotherhood killing anywhere between 10,000 
and 40,000 people (mostly civilians) in the process.vi The events of this massacre is 
relevant to the present situation, as a failure to favor the majority Sunni population is 
also a major cause of the current Syrian Civil War. 

 
 
Background (2011 to Present)  
 
 In 2011, the Arab Spring began in Tunisia, a country that experienced high 
unemployment, corruption, and oppression from the entrenched government. Many 
other nations, including Syria, also experienced similar conditions that served as a 
foundation for protestors throughout many areas of the country. Not tolerating violence, 
the Syrian police killed and jailed many, cause for additional distaste amongst the 
people. After a demand for the release of imprisoned Syrian protestors, the government 
responded militarily and the peaceful protests escalated into violent uprisings. To try to 
quell these violent protests, the government met the people’s demands and Syria was 
taken out of its state of emergency. The idea to end the state of emergency came as a 
means to appease the international community that called for al-Assad to step down, 
including the leaders of both Egypt and Tunisia. Al-Assad, instead, promised to work for 
the people, but would continue to crackdown on people for months to come.vii 
 

In June of 2011 in the city, Jisr al-Shughour, gangs were rumored to have killed 
members of national security forces. When additional troops came to the town, more 
than 10,000 refugees fled to Turkey.viii Over time (and due to events to be elaborated on 
later) citizens of other countries living in Syria have been evacuated and the number of 
displaced Syrians in other countries continues to climb. In addition to those displaced, 

Source: heritageforpeace.org 



 

 4 

many Syrians remain trapped in refugee camps 
along the border of Syria and Turkey, showing the 
pressing nature of the situation.  

 
To unite against the Ba’ath, the Syrian 

National Council was established in October 
2011 to unite all opposition groups to respond as 
one front to the current regime. Despite their 
attempts to remain peaceful, protests have 

become violent. In 2013, leader of the Syrian 
National Council, Ahmed Moaz al-Khatib agreed 

to meet with the Syrian Vice President, Faruq al-Sharaa. In 2012, the United States, 
United Kingdom, Turkey and many other nations in the Gulf region have recognized this 
body as the most legitimate representation of the people and a key step in the transition 
to a post-Assad regime.ix 

 
In 2011, Syria entered poor standing with the 

Arab League and was suspended for failing to abide by 
and support the Arab peace plan. The Arab League later 
sanctioned Syria. All Arab League states were 
encouraged to have their ambassadors removed from the 
state and began to work with those who opposed the 
government to begin a process of democratization in 
Syria.x To try to reach better standing, Syria admitted 
the Arab League to monitor the peace plan but increasing 
violence posed a major threat and cooperation ended in January 2012.xi 

 
Alongside the crises Syria faces as a state, Syria also faces the threat of the 

Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, also known as the Islamic State of Syrian 
and Iraq, or just Islamic State. (ISIL, ISIS, or IS). This extremist Sunni terror 
group has taken control of parts of Syria, Iraq, Northeast Africa, Pakistan, and India. 
ISIL began to take control of parts of Syria in April of 2013 where they made vast 
military gains. Syrian rebels have 
worked hard to expel ISIL from 
their land but ISIL seeks to take 
further control of the region.xii 
 
Past International Action  
 

Despite the clear, pressing 
nature of the crisis in Syria, a great 
deal of difficulty has come in 
creating an approach from the 
UNSC. In 2011, Russia and China 
vetoed a resolution that 
condemned and threatened the al-

Source: storify.com 

 
Did you know? 
 
By the end of 2013, there 
were more than 650,000 
displaced Syrians in nearby 
nations. 
 
Source: Crises in Syria/ usaid.gov 

 

Principles of the Syrian National Council 
 

1. Working to overthrow the regime using all legal 
means. 

2. Affirming national unity among all components 
of Syrian society (e.g., Arabs and Kurds, as well 
as ethnic, religious, and sectarian groups) and 
rejecting all calls for ethnic strife. 

3. Safeguarding the non-violent character of the 
Syrian Revolution. 

4. Protecting national independence and 
sovereignty, and rejecting foreign military 
intervention. 
 
Source: About SNC | 
www.syriancouncil.org/en/about.html 
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Assad government with sanctions.xiii Russia is a clear supporter of the al-Assad 
government. Russia is also a key weapon trading partner. Additional pressures to pass a 
resolution came in 2012 when the Arab League provided the UNSC with their ideal 
resolution for al-Assad to step aside. Receiving 13 votes, this resolution failed due to 
vetoes from China and Russia, a move that disgusted other members of the UNSC.xiv 

 
Later that year, Kofi Annan created a non-binding peace plan endorsed by the 

Security Council that was reworked to a weaker version to earn approval from Russia 
and China.xv Since Annan has resigned from his position as envoy to Syriaxvi and with no 
formal resolution passing, conflict continues to escalate. The international community 
has condemned the government of Syria for the potential further use of weapons with 
some warning to intervene should we see further use of chemical weapons. Eventually, 
the General Assembly in August 2012 passed a resolution calling for the resignation of 
al-Assad.xvii In 2013, Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon stated that a resolution in Syria 
would not come through diplomacy and that this is a test of our capacity to make 
decisions.xviii 

 
To put pressure on al-Assad, the United States and other Western nations have 

sanctioned Syria. However, with support from China, Russia, Iran, and Lebanese 
Hezbollah, we can still see international support and the prospect of UNSC vetoes for 
the foreseeable future should a binding resolution on Syria be considered.  

 
Other than UNSC nations, Turkey remains a key player in the Syria conflict 

hosting 50,000+ refugees. Turkey was attacked by the Syrian government in June of 
2012 when a Turkish plane was shot down in Syrian airspace. Turkey responded by 
stating that a further advance from Syria on the Turkish border will cause Turkey to 
declare Syria an official military threat. When Syria killed five Turkish civilians, Turkey 
launched an attack and intercepted a plane carrying Russian arms into Syria. Syria and 
Turkey are no longer permitted to fly in one another’s airspace. General conflicts in 
regards to Turkey’s involvement in Syria’s internal strife continue to escalate as more 
people seek refuge and Turkey yearns to prevent the crisis from spilling over into their 
borders.xix 

 
Besides Russia and China, Iran remains one of the strongest supporters of the 

Syrian government. Since Syrian’s ruling government in Alawite (Shi’a) and they 
support Hezbollah, Iran is willing to work hard to keep al-Assad’s regime in power.xx  

 
In regards to ISIL, military intervention is abundant, especially from the United 

States. The United States sends bombings and surveillance flights frequently into Syria 
without permission and has been known to provide training to rebel commanders. 
American Airstrikes against ISIL have been previously coordinated with Bahrain, 
Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.xxi 

 
Possible Solutions  
  
 As noted above, the situation in Syria has proven to be a matter that has 
continued to escalate without a sufficient international response. There is a clear divide 
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amongst the desires of the international 
community. Partners of Syria want to keep 
the authoritarian regime in place, while 
others prefer to support the Syrian 
National Council. However, with the 
regime in place, the prospect of further 
violence is inevitable and the conflict 
continues to spill over into neighboring 
countries. 
 
 In order to best address the 
situation in Syria, a resolution should 
encompass the following measures:  

1. Despite the end of the state of 
emergency, al-Assad continues to exhibit an authoritarian 
regime despite promises to uphold the desires of the 
people. Keeping the safety of the people in mind and making sure that all feel that 
their voice can be heard should remain a priority. 

2. Due to violence, there are many refugees in bordering nations or held at refugee 
camps along borders. Find solutions to help protect the rights of refugees and 
internally displaced people. 

3. Many members of the international community see the Syrian National Council 
as the ideal representation but democratization will prove to be an arduous 
process. Delegates should keep in mind the values of the Syrian National Council 
should they be in support or uphold the values of the Ba’ath Party should they 
prefer the current government. 

4. As each state desires representation internationally, helping rebuild ties with the 
Arab League will also help give Syria a voice and stand on its feet. Keep in mind 
Syria’s background with the Arab League and use it as a basis to move forward. 

5. ISIL is climbing threat not just in Syria but also throughout the region and the 
world as a whole. Tailor responses to the ISIL crisis to Syria as well so as to make 
sure our response is kept pertinent to what is best for the region.  

 
Delegates, time is of the essence. You will gather to help Syria reach a more prosperous 
state and it is through diplomacy and consideration of the values of our entire 
community that a strong resolution will come forward. It is critical that you take into 
account all aspects of the situation in Syria and remember why you have gathered – to 
create a resolution by the international community and to solve the crisis and protect 
innocent civilians.  
 
CURRENT SITUATION  
 
 On 26 January 2017, Senior United Nations relief officials urged the 
Security Council to do more to ensure the support of the Syrian Government to 
deliver life-saving aid, warning that aid workers are “blocked at every turn” 
while some 4.6 million people live in hard-to-reach areas across the war-

Source: geographictravels.com 
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ravaged country. There continue to be a lack of approvals at central and local 
levels, disagreements on access routes, and by the violation of agreed 
procedures at checkpoints by parties to the conflict. If one brave aid worker 
drives through the checkpoint without the facilitation letter and the command 
transmitted down the line, the guard or sniper shoots. The fault is not at the 
door of the UN or the [non-governmental organizations] it is the Syrian 
Government and the governors. In addition to millions of people living in hard-
to-read areas, an estimated 644,000 people live in 13 areas under siege in the 
country, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA).  
 
 On 31 January 2017, the members of the Security Council heard the 
briefing by the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Syria and reiterated their 
support for the United Nations’ effort to facilitate the lasting political 
settlement of the Syrian crisis through an inclusive and Syrian-led political 
process that meets the legitimate aspirations of the Syrian people.  
 
 The members of the Security Council reaffirmed their strong commitment 
to the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of the Syrian 
Arab Republic, and reiterated that the only sustainable solution to the current 
crisis in Syria is through an inclusive and Syrian-led political process based on 
the Geneva Communique of 30 June 2012, as endorsed by the Security Council 
resolution 2118(2013), the Security Council resolutions 2254 (2015), 2268 
(2016) and 2336 (2016), and relevant statements of the International Syria 
Support Group.  
 
Further Research  
 
Questions to Consider  
 

1. What does your country feel about the al-Assad regime in Syria? Would they 
benefit from it staying in place or from the institution of a government led by the 
Syrian National Council? 

2. Is it possible to put measures in place to protect the people and discourage 
President al-Assad from carrying forth further violent measures? 

3. How can we best remember the rights of the internally displaced people and 
refugees to help them establish a better quality of life? 

4. How can Syria be given a further voice on the international stage after being 
suspended from the Arab League? 

5. Would Syria best benefit from restructuring its political system through 
democratization or another method? 

6. What lessons can we learn from the conflict in the Golan Heights and Hama 
Massacre of 1982 in addressing our current dilemma? 

7. Many past resolutions have been vetoed in the Security Council. What went 
wrong with these resolutions and what must we change in our new approach to 
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the conflict? Conversely, we have seen resolutions on Syria pass in the Security 
Council. What was a key characteristic of these that led to cooperation? 

8. How can we move forward from the threat of ISIL and reach a diplomatic 
solution to this rising threat of terror? 

 
Research Guide  
 

The situation in Syria is a conflict in which we see developments daily, especially 
in regards to ISIL. Please refer to news sources such as but not limited to 
www.aljazeera.com, www.nytimes.com, and bbc.co.uk. Our debate will start with what is 
most pertinent so be sure to stay updated on any recent developments. 
 

The UN has great resources to keep updated on steps taken to resolve this issue. 
Refer to resolution 2118 by the Security Council to see an example of a resolution that 
passed to solve part of this crisis: http://www.un.org/press/en/2013/sc11135.doc.htm 
and www.un.org/news/focus/syria to stay involved in the discussion on the issues 
surrounding Syria. 
 

Lastly, continue to refer to news from both the Syrian government 
(www.ste.gov.sy) and Syrian National Council (www.syriancouncil.org) and their 
attempts to unify the country under their ideals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terms and Concepts  
 
Arab League: A regional organization of Arab states in North Africa and Southwest 
Asia comprised of 22 member states. Syria is currently suspended from the Arab League 
due to failure to uphold peace standards. 
 
Arab Spring: A wave of revolution, protests, riots, and civil war throughout the Middle 
East and North Africa in 2011. Starting in Tunisia, many political leaders were removed 
from power due to the Arab Spring. The Arab Spring is part of what spawned the Syrian 
Civil War and a majority of the conflict in question. 
 
Ba’ath Party: The ruling, Socialist Party in Syria. 
 
Bashar al-Assad: President of Syria; has received qualms from the International 
Community for oppressing and threatening the security of the Syrian people. 
 
Golan Heights: A region in dispute between Israel and Syria; recognized as a Syrian 
territory but occupied by Israel since 1967. 
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Hafez al-Assad: Former sovereign of Syria that ruled since the final military coup of 
Syria until his death in 2000; succeeded by his son and current president, Bashar al-
Assad. 
 
Hama Massacre of 1982: President Hafez al-Assad ordered the Syrian Arab Army to 
seige the town of Hama that was overtaken in an uprising by the Muslim Brotherhood; 
10,000-40,000 people (mostly civilians) were killed.  
 
Internally Displaced People (IDPs): Any citizen forced to flee from their home due 
to lack of security but remains within the country’s borders. Syria features many IDPs, 
as security threats exist daily. 
 
International Sanctions: Any action taken by a country or international agency 
against another country, often intended to serve as a penalty for an unacceptable action. 
 
ISIL, ISIS, IS: The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (or Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria, Islamic State). A radical terrorist group that believes in the unification of the Arab 
World under a single orthodox caliphate.  
 
Military Coup: A sudden and illegal seizure of a government, replacing an incumbent 
regime with a new one. It can lead to civil war if it fails or only partially succeeds. 
 
Refugee: a person outside of their home country that has suffered persecution for their 
personal identity or is fleeing from the prospect of war. More than 650,000 Syrian 
refugees are living in nearby states. 
 
Shi’a Islam:  The second largest denomination of Islam; 16% of the Syrian population 
identifies as Shi’a. The current president, Bashar al-Assad, is an Alawite Shi’a. 
 
State of Emergency: A period in which the government can suspend some functions 
of their government to best move through a period of strife and implement emergency 
plans. Syria was in a state of emergency until 2011, where it shortly after entered its civil 
war. 
 
Sunni Islam: The largest denomination of Islam. 74% of the Syrian population is 
Sunni with most stating that they do not feel represented adequately by the current 
government. 
 
Syrian National Council: Formed in 2011 against President al-Assad; unifies all 
minority political groups outside of the Ba’ath party; receives international support as 
the ideal leadership system for the Syrian people 
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